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Hello! And, welcome to the KSWLA Annual Conference, and our first ever VIRTUAL conference! I am so
happy to welcome over 150 teachers to our virtual conference this year. 

As I look back at my year as the President of KSWLA, I start by thinking about how this year wasn’t quite
what I expected it to be. If I’m being honest, I expected this year to be fairly comfortable--I was set to be the
vice-president of the organization and learn all about how things work so that I could take my place as the
president next year; I was prepared for my 18th year of teaching to be similar to last year, with a few tweaks
here and there; and, I was expecting to just enjoy the status quo. But, 2020 had different plans. In the state
of Kansas, schools have begun a process of “redesign” -  Re-thinking what school looks like. Right now,
schools must apply to be a part of the process of redesign--it was meant to be a voluntary journey (at least
for now). But, 2020 had other plans. 

We all had to re-think what school looked like--how would we deliver content? Assess? Connect with our
students? And, just as we were made to redesign what school looks like, the Kansas World Language
Association was made to redesign our annual conference. And, in that process of redesign and re-thinking, I
saw how so many people came together to make this work. We had more session proposals than we had
ever had. We have had a record number of registrations. We have more languages represented than we
ever had before. 

I cannot wait for you to enjoy these sessions. I hope you come away from this experience inspired and
excited to try new things--to redesign your teaching. Our Keynote presentation, from none other than Jim
Wooldridge, whom you know as Sr. Wooly, Think Again: Re-examining Authenticity and Innovation, will be as
thought provoking as it will be entertaining. You don’t want to miss it! For our Kansas World Language
Teachers, I hope that you will join us for our Annual Business meeting where we will honor our colleagues,
and discuss the future of our state organization. All Kansas World Language Teachers are members of
KSWLA, and your input is so valuable. Please consider getting involved with KSWLA. It has truly been one of
the most rewarding experiences in my career. 

While our conference this year won’t be the same as those before it, I can confidently tell you that it will be
our best yet. How can it not be? I hope that you enjoy every second of the conference we have put together
for you. And, don’t forget that you can access all of the sessions through December 31, 2020. Enjoy. 

Sincerely, 
Amanda Benavidez-Williams

AMANDA  WILL IAMS

WELCOME  LETTER
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7:30-7:55

CONFERENCE  COUNCIL

WELCOME  &

INTRODUCTIONS  (534082)

Amanda Williams
President

Marilee Marsal
Vice-President

Heather Potter
Past President

Nan Bergen
Treasurer

Alyssa Rumple
Secretary

Regina Peszat PhD
Ex-Officio
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Keynote Sponsor

Why Extempore? 
Extempore allows instructors to obtain and assess

authentic speech without having to schedule face to-
face time with each student. Instructors can now

create an activity on the Extempore website, selecting
a set of parameters for each question, depending on

the learning objectives. When configuring a final
exam or any other form of summative assessment,

for example, the teacher may limit the time the
student has between reviewing the prompt and
answering the questionThe Extempore app also

allows the instructor to decide whether students can
re-record their answers. For practice assignments or
for any other form of formative assessment, on the
other hand, timing restrictions can be more flexible.

5

http://landing.extemporeapp.com/kswla-booth
http://landing.extemporeapp.com/kswla-booth
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y-opwOLRdpLD8rqkFnUu8TSamt6_KDSDRUJs2K6ISho/edit?usp=sharing


AT  A  GLANCE  

SCHEDULE

How to Access the Virtual Conference: https://youtu.be/JF164XN5EF0 
How to Navigate the Conference Program: https://youtu.be/MnVeH3d3iAA

For helpful videos of how to navigate the conference virtually, please watch the following video:
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7

For the lunch chat links, please see pg: 16 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y-opwOLRdpLD8rqkFnUu8TSamt6_KDSDRUJs2K6ISho/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y-opwOLRdpLD8rqkFnUu8TSamt6_KDSDRUJs2K6ISho/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y-opwOLRdpLD8rqkFnUu8TSamt6_KDSDRUJs2K6ISho/edit?usp=sharing
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83203398906
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88645719615
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84390205885
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86782993426
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87996775834
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82048176129
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85375010684
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y-opwOLRdpLD8rqkFnUu8TSamt6_KDSDRUJs2K6ISho/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y-opwOLRdpLD8rqkFnUu8TSamt6_KDSDRUJs2K6ISho/edit


AT  A  GLANCE  

SCHEDULE

8

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y-opwOLRdpLD8rqkFnUu8TSamt6_KDSDRUJs2K6ISho/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y-opwOLRdpLD8rqkFnUu8TSamt6_KDSDRUJs2K6ISho/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y-opwOLRdpLD8rqkFnUu8TSamt6_KDSDRUJs2K6ISho/edit?usp=sharing
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83203398906
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88645719615
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84390205885
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86782993426
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87996775834
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82048176129
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85375010684
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y-opwOLRdpLD8rqkFnUu8TSamt6_KDSDRUJs2K6ISho/edit?usp=sharing
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85710059617?pwd=M3c4di8xeEVkWjU2aURnL1ZFTy9Sdz09
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y-opwOLRdpLD8rqkFnUu8TSamt6_KDSDRUJs2K6ISho/edit?usp=sharing


AT  A  GLANCE  

SCHEDULE

9

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y-opwOLRdpLD8rqkFnUu8TSamt6_KDSDRUJs2K6ISho/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y-opwOLRdpLD8rqkFnUu8TSamt6_KDSDRUJs2K6ISho/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y-opwOLRdpLD8rqkFnUu8TSamt6_KDSDRUJs2K6ISho/edit?usp=sharing
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83203398906
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88645719615
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84390205885
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86782993426
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87996775834
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82048176129
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85375010684
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y-opwOLRdpLD8rqkFnUu8TSamt6_KDSDRUJs2K6ISho/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y-opwOLRdpLD8rqkFnUu8TSamt6_KDSDRUJs2K6ISho/edit?usp=sharing


KSWLA  

AWARDS

Awards Continued on Next Page

Laura Salmeron, Phyllis Farrar Award Winner
Congratulations to Laura Salmeron, the Phyllis Farrar Leadership Award winner! 
 Laura spent 35 years teaching Spanish at Valley Center High School.  During her
career, she was actively involved in KSWLA (formerly KFLA) and AATSP.  After her
retirement in 2008, she taught part-time at Goessel Jr/Sr. High Schools for 5 years.  

During her career at VCHS, she instilled the Spanish language and culture into her
students--with at least ten students moving on to be Spanish or language teachers!
Like many World Language teachers, she has traveled abroad to target-language
countries with and without students.  Her travels have taken her to Spain, Mexico,
Costa Rica, and Guatemala.  Andrew Ward, one of Laura's former students and now 

Leigh Rysko, KSWLA Teacher of the Year Award Winner

a Spanish teacher remembers  the trip to Spain he took with her, "What a memorable experience that was!  It's been 27 years since that
adventure, and I'm still in frequent contact with my host family in Spain."

“Laura truly embodies what it is to be a world language teacher,” said Alyssa Rumple, KSWLA Secretary and one of Laura’s former
students.  “I remember her talking about KSWLA (formerly KFLA) when I was a student and thought about how wonderful it was for her
to bring new ideas back to the classroom after each conference.”  Like other students, Alyssa was hooked on the idea of travel and study
abroad because of the way Laura raved about it.  “I could not wait to travel to Costa Rica after meeting a woman, Marisa that Laura
made friends with while studying in Costa Rica.  Going there was my first experience outside the US on my own.” 

Students like Andrew had such great experiences in a Spanish-speaking country because they became competent Spanish-speakers
from her classes.  Betsy Machain (Robinson) adds, "Before “Comprehensible Input” was a thing she was speaking Spanish in her
classroom from day 1.  Her creative lessons and spunky personality kept students engaged and challenged in the target language."

The Kansas World Language Association would like to honor and recognize Leigh Rysko of
Shawnee Mission South High as the Kansas World Language Teacher of The Year for 2020.
 
Leigh Rysko teaches Spanish and has more than twenty years of world language teaching
experience. They earned their BA in Education and Spanish from Denison University in Ohio
and their MA in Second Language Acquisition from the University of Southern Mississippi in
Madrid, Spain and holds professional certification in Translation and Interpretation from the
University of California, San Diego. 

Leigh has taught Spanish to High School students, including Heritage students for many years,
as well as English as a Fulbright Exchange Teacher in Iquitos, Peru. They spent many years
teaching at the University level in both Spanish and English and as a Course Coordinator at the
University of Kansas. 

Leigh currently serves as Department Chair for the WL department at Shawnee Mission South High and has also served as a
Mentor Teacher, facilitated Equity and Inclusion training for schools and was a recent presenter at the KNEA Racial and Social
Justice Summit in 2019. Their success in WL teaching includes their many years of coordinating and chaperoning student
trips to Spain, France, Italy and Mexico and in their years of dedication to Amigos de Las Americas where their students
participate in the Amigos program to take trips that connect them more deeply to the culture and community. Leigh’s
teaching colleague, Annie Hasan, wrote, “Leigh Rysko is a teacher and colleague who is compassionate, intuitive, and cares
about education.”
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To learn more about our awards, please visit our website: kswla.org 

Alondra Aguilera, Garinger Award Winner 

Porter Richards, Garinger Award Winner 

Hannah Schmidt, Alexander Award Winner

Alondra is one of the Garinger Award winners.  She was nominated by Mr. David
Shelly, her IB Spanish teacher at Wichita High School East.  Mr. Shelly said, "She ranks
with the best I've taught, commanding an excellent level of skills in all aspects of her
Spanish program."    She is the first class of seniors to earn the Seal of Biliteracy
Certifican in English & Spanish at Wichita HIgh School East!

In his recommendation, he also stated that he worked with Alondra on an important
project outside of school. He said, "I organized a summer service and cultural
learning trip to Guatemala, where we spent most of our time in Kakchiquel
indigenous communities. For Alondra this was a great chance to get acquainted with
another culture completely different from her own Mexican culture. 

During her high school career, Alondra was an active member of her school community.  At East she was the President of Spanish
club.  As President, she spearheaded efforts to raise money for a middle school student in the region of Guatemala that they visited.  In
addition to being the President of Spanish club, she was also an officer of Spanish Honor Society.  

Finally, Mr. Shelly concludes with, "Personally Alondra is determined, focused and ready to take on challenges. It wasn’t always easy for
her to balance her demanding outside interests with the rigor of the IB program, but she persisted to the end, and looks forward
confidently to her university career at Wichita State. It has been great to work with Alondra, and I know her professors and classmates
will quickly come to know and appreciate this outstanding young woman."

Hannah Schmidt is this year's Alexander Award Winner.  She graduated from Wichita
State University with a BA in Spanish Education.  Dr. Brigitte Roussel nominated
Hannah.  In her recommendation letter, Dr. Roussel  said, "Hannah has from the start
been an outstanding candidate whose Spanish is not only fluent but flawless, a rare
quality among many candidates who are not native."Dr. Roussel also commented that
all her other mentors have remarked on Hannah's intellect and intuitive abilities.  

Dr. Roussel continued by saying, "She is also noticeable for her poise and calm when in
the classroom, and able to deal with dis-engaged students and students with
disabilities in ways that show compassion with discretion so she does not make these
students feel different or bad about themselves. She has a way to draw them back in
with her soft voice and a caring attitude that makes them feel they can trust her."

During her student teaching, she was placed with Ms. Alyssa Rumple at Wichita High School North.  There, Hannah was able to
seamlessly take over Ms. Rumple's schedule, which included Spanish 1, 3, and Heritage Speakers 1.   Ms. Rumple said that "Hannah
had an incredibly difficult experience in terms of how the semester ended with school closures after spring break, but before spring
break, Hannah brought engaging lessons to the students of North.  

Currently Hannah is teaching Spanish 1, 2, and Heritage Speakers 1 & 2 at Wichita High School South.  As Hannah is one of three
brand new Spanish teachers at South, Ms. Rumple stated, "Hannah will be a capable pillar of support for her young department." 

Porter Richards is a freshman in college and grew up in Garnett, Kansas.

Porter was always interested in sports as a kid and participated through high
school until he had the opportunity to study abroad in Milan, Italy. When he
arrived in Milan he did not have any Italian or foreign language background
except for a year of Spanish in high school.  He earned the Kansas Seal of
Biliteracy Certificate in English & Italian!

When he arrived he worked and studied extremely hard to be able to learn
Italian and achieve fluency. Once he achieved his goal, he realized that he wanted
to use Italian for the rest of his life.

He has decided to go to the University of  Kansas to pursue a major in Italian
and International Business! He plans to live in Italy when he is older and
hopefully inspire kids to go through the same exchange experience he had!
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Graduate Credit Option from Wichita State
University.

Graduate Credit Options from University of Pacific.

12

WSU is offering a one graduate credit SPAN
805 option for participating in the

conference and writing a three page
reflection and plan for implementation

(written in English). The cost is $90. 

Click here to view the requirements of the
reflection. Please contact Rocio De Aguila

Rocio.DelAguila@wichita.edu if you are
interested. 

Professional Development for Educators and Teachers

Earn up to 3 hours of graduate-level semester units of credit for each conference,
workshop or webinar that you complete with Kansas World Language Association

(KSWLA) and Benerd College - University of the Pacific. At only $62 per semester
credit, you may choose to earn up to 3 graduate-level credits for implementing

what you learn directly into your classroom or program setting. Primarily designed
for salary advancement and/or recertification requirements, the credits offered are

practical, meaningful and affordable.
 
 

The cost of graduate-level credit is separate from Kansas World Language
Association conference/webinar/workshop fees.

1 Graduate-Level Credit:
$62 / 3-page reflection paper

2 Graduate Level Credits:
$124 / 6-page reflection paper

3 Graduate-Level Credits:
$186 / 9-page reflection paper

About the Credits:
The credits offered are post-baccalaureate, graded, graduate-level semester units of credit, provided directly through Benerd College –

University of the Pacific. The credits are specifically designed to meet the needs of educators for salary advancement and re-certification. These
credits are acceptable where local districts approve and applicable to state licensing where authorized. We always encourage that you check
with your employer for acceptability of these credits. Course participants are responsible to determine acceptability of these credits for their

intended use. Each graduate-level semester credit is equivalent to 15 hours of academic involvement.
 

University of the Pacific, established in 1851, is California’s oldest private chartered university and is fully accredited by the Western Association
of Schools and Colleges (WASC).

Please carefully read through all coursework requirements prior to registering. For any questions regarding credit, coursework, etc., please
contact info@teacherfriendly.com. You can also call at 949.646.9696 during scheduled telephone office hours:

Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday (8am-12pm, Pacific Time)
Email: info@teacherfriendly.com  Subject Line: “Kansas World Language Association”

University of Pacific College Credit information for Participants
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8:00 - 9:00

SESSION  1

DESCRIPTIONS

9:00-9:10 
Coffee/Stretch/Restroom Break--Also time to switch strands & presenters.

Amanda Mendoza
Strand 1

Using a Daily Framework to Amplify Student Success
Put your planning on autopilot and allow your students to soar in the language! This session takes
you through a daily framework rooted in the WL standards that will catapult your students into
production, but also help YOU succeed as the facilitator of language acquisition while avoiding
burnout. You will learn about each step in the framework, then experience it as a learner to see it
all come together. Beneficial for all languages and levels.

Karen Gipson 
Strand 2

Encore: Best of Kansas Ditch the List
Storytelling is a valuable tool when it comes to reinforcing vocabulary with language learners, but

you can also present new language with short thematic stories.  You'll see a short demonstration

of a sports-themed lesson and learn some ways to support student success when the story is

over.

Sally Pedruzzi 
Strand 3

Spanish Out Loud for Jr. High/1st & 2nd Year Students
There are  small projects that I like to use in the classroom to help my students practice Spanish
out loud. For 1st year and Junior High students, the  Sr. Ashby  and the Basho and Friends
websites show  videos students can sing along with.  For 2nd year students, we act out very
short fairy tales in Spanish for elementary students. The best project was the Karaoke Christmas
caroling which was performed for several elementary grades

John Paul 
Dela Rosa
Strand 4

Kulturatura: The Fusion of Culture & Lit. in Teaching Tagalog as FL
This presentation will talk about the affinity between culture and literature in the teaching of
Tagalog as a foreign language. KULTURATURA is a coined term that came from two Tagalog words,
“kultura” which means culture and “literatura” which means literature. Tagalog is one of the main
languages in the Philippines. It will give emphasis on FL strategies where Filipino culture and
literature could both strengthen the teaching of Tagalog. It will also highlight pedagogical gains of
the presenter as a Fulbright Foreign Language Teaching Assistant at Northern Illinois University.

Aron Muci
Strand 5

Preparing Students to Study Less Commonly Taught Languages
Critical Language Study is part of a U.S. Department of Education initiative to encourage students
in U.S. American institutions to study and master foreign languages less commonly taught in
schools but essential to the nation's positive engagement with the world. Foreign Language &
Area Studies (FLAS) Fellowships provide financial support for students to immerse themselves in
the study of a critical language of their choice.  The University of Kansas area studies centers offer
programs in 17 languages eligible for FLAS awards during the 2018-2022 Title VI grant cycle.

Manuela
Gonzalez-Bueno

Strand 6

The Role of Translation in the Communicative Classroom: Reclaiming
Translation from Exile

Translation is part of real life in situations when two cultures with their respective languages
meet. There are authentic situations in which translation is needed. FL students deserve to be
exposed to translation techniques and practice because the likelihood of being faced with the
need to use them in real life is very high. In this presentation, a rational for using translation in
the FL classroom is presented. Examples of classroom activities involving translation are offered.

Rachel Delzer
Strand 7

Thematic Units: Starting from Scratch (a work session)
Perfect for in the classroom or for teaching online, let's work together to brainstorm some
thematic units for any language! We'll discuss how to incorporate vocabulary, grammar in
context and the 5 Cs (which includes culture). We will share topics we've already taught and
brainstorm topics we'd like to teach creating a document that language teachers can utilize to
plan new units or enhance current units. Let's work together!
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9:10 - 10:10

SESSION  2

DESCRIPTIONS

Josh Sifert
Strand 7

Terri Hammatt
Strand 6

Alyssa Rumple
Strand 5

Rachel Delzer
Strand 4

Leah McKeeman
Strand 3

Cinthia Lopez
Strand 2

Rachel Benson
Strand 1

10:10-10:20
Coffee/Stretch/Restroom Break--Also time to switch strands & presenters.

Build It and They Will Read!- Creating a Homerun Free Reading Program
This presentation will include: 1) 3 effective, graduated steps of classroom reading 2) Why
reading is so important in the world language classroom 3) What kind of materials work best for
language learners 4) Where to find these materials 5) Ways to get funding for your classroom
library 6) How to display books in the classroom 7) How to best use FVR time 8) 5 super-sneaky,
super-secret reasons to use FVR!

Get in the Right Frame of "Mindset" to Teach Grammar Inductively
Change the way you think and you’ll change the way you teach. A growth mindset is essential in

the shift to teaching grammar inductively. After a discussion about growth mindset, there will

be a demo of an inductive grammar lesson in a less commonly taught language before

discussing the steps to creating these types of grammar lessons for your own classes.

Heritage Speakers Panel Discussion
This panel discussion will feature five teachers of Heritage Speakers.  It will give background on

the programs at three different Wichita Schools (North, West, and Heights) and focus on

strategies to level up your heritage speaker class.

Tips & Tricks for Leading Student Travel
Have you ever considered leading a student tour? Or maybe you have traveled with students
previously, but you would like to share, learn and discuss ideas with others. In this session, we
will share info regarding: choosing a tour, enrolling students, preparing travelers in advance,
connecting with the tour guide, and the definite dos and don'ts while on tour based on our
past experiences.

Look In to See Out: Expand Language Learning w/ Google Expedition
During this unprecedented time of quarantine, pandemic, and creative learning efforts, discover
how Google Expeditions can not only support but enhance communicative and cultural
competence safely from home or the classroom.  This presentation will highlight how Google
Expeditions can be used within digital language learning platforms to enhance instruction,
connect with other content areas and promote contextualized learning while in the target
culture.  Immersive learning environments without leaving the classroom!

Communication Strategies & Cultural Components in Higher Ed.
This exhibition aims to demonstrate the efficient use of two pedagogical approaches to
teaching the Spanish language at the level of Higher Education; communication strategies in the
classroom with 90% of the target language and cultural components in Spanish courses.
Educational and communicative methodologies based on projects carried out in the classroom
as a native speaker, during the first-year teaching the language at Wichita State University,

Maximizing YOUR Proficiency in Teacher Effectiveness
The ACTFL proficiency framework serves as the foundation for language growth in our students.
But how can we use it to serve our professional growth? Join this session to learn about a new
model for teacher effectiveness as it relates to technology, planning, instruction and assessment.
For each of these "modes", you will discover a number of indicators ("I can" statements), which lie
on a proficiency scale from novice to superior. Next, you'll be invited to take part in a 20-day
challenge, an exercise to help you reflect on your effectiveness as a language teacher and give
you a defined path for maximizing your continued professional growth in all 4 areas.
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10:20 - 11:20

SESSION  3

DESCRIPTIONS

Meg 
Fandel Vernon

Strand 1

Building a Proficiency Based Program
The traditional manner of moving students from year to year in a language is no longer viable today as we move towards
proficiency based environments.  As students progress in their language acquisition, it is not the seat time studying a language
that should determine movement from level to level, but rather their proficiency and skills. Discussions in this session will
address implementation of a proficiency based program, conversations to propose to administration, and assessments for
placement.  Student examples, benefits, resources, implementation and admin support are all topics that will be shared and
participants are encouraged to share experiences as well.

Laura Sexton
Strand 2

PBLL Basics: Products to Proficiency
Let's break down how proficiency and the modes of communication fit in with a Project-Based

Learning unit. We'll explore how to introduce vocabulary and scaffold conversations in a

contextual way leading up to a public product for target language speakers.

Bonnie Orozoco
Ann Baus
Strand 3

FlipGrid/What to Do & What Not to Do
How to Design Your Own Interactive Workbooks for FREE

There are  small projects that I like to use in the classroom to help my students practice Spanish
out loud. For 1st year and Junior High students, the  Sr. Ashby  and the Basho and Friends websites
show  videos students can sing along with.  For 2nd year students, we act out very short fairy tales
in Spanish for elementary students. The best project was the Karaoke Christmas caroling which was
performed for several elementary gradesTurn your documents (pdf, jpeg, doc, etc.) into online
interactive worksheets that can be compiled into auto-graded, online interactive notebooks.

Elke Lorenz
Strand 4

Learning of Culture Through Projects
The presenter will show teachers how to develop culture projects that are motivating for
students and help students acquire and deepen their cultural knowledge. Teachers learn how
to prepare students for projects, how to plan and develop project goals, which presentation
modes to chose for a project, how to give students choices, how to establish a time frame for a
project, how to group students, and how to assess and document a students' performances
individually.

Sonia Kania
Strand 5

The History & Diversity of Spanish in the U.S.
In this presentation, I will discuss how the Spanish presence extended northward from Mexico to reach
present-day Southwestern United States at the end of the sixteenth century. Throughout, I will examine what
the evidence tells us about Spanish as a historical language in this country—how it differed from other
varieties of Spanish and how it came to influence the broader Southwest U.S. culture. The present-day
diversity of Spanish in the U.S. will also be addressed.

Amanda Mendoza
Strand 6

The Power of Reflection in the WL Classroom
How do you really know if your students are gaining proficiency? What proof do you have that
your students have mastery of the WL standards? Student reflection and reflection portfolios can
be invaluable in guiding curriculum, SEL development, and cross-curricular connections. Learn
how to guide your students through critical thinking and introspection about their paths to
proficiency, plus connect those realizations to other subjects and the real world to become true
life-long learners.

Tana Ruder
Strand 7

Tools that Allow Voice
I n  t h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  l e a r n  a  f e w  b a s i c  t e c h n o l o g y  t o o l s  t h a t  a l l o w
y o u r  s t u d e n t s  t o  p r e s e n t ,  s p e a k ,  &  l i s t e n .
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11:20 - 11:50

LUNCH  BREAK  FOR  ALL

PARTICIPANTS

Over lunch choose your room based on the topics above to take part in a
special interest discussion.

Elementary/Dual-Language
Lunch Chat: 621767
Department of 1

Lunch Chat: 000850

Virtual Instruction
Lunch chat: 097287

Post-Secondary Education

Lunch Chat: 116520

Less Commonly Taught Languages
Lunch Chat: 750355

Seal of Biliteracy

Lunch Chat: 978452

Leadership in World Languages

Lunch Chat: 499828
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y-opwOLRdpLD8rqkFnUu8TSamt6_KDSDRUJs2K6ISho/edit?usp=sharing


11:50 - 1:00

Jim Wooldridge, a Spanish teacher in Evanston, IL (near Chicago) for nine years, used to struggle to
find high-quality educational materials for his middle school students. Most existing materials
treated students as though they were in kindergarten, or took the opposite approach and treated
them like humorless adults.

While Wooldridge’s students were beginners, they weren’t babies, and didn’t want simplistic,
babyish stuff. They were drawn in, like tweens and teens are, to funny, creative, and absurd stories
with unexpected twists. So, Wooldridge decided to make those kinds of stories himself.

In 2005, Wooldridge began writing his own music for his students. Although he had not even
considered seeking a wider audience, it wasn’t long before other teachers found his first website,
JamesWooldridge.com.

He renamed the site Señor Wooly in 2009, when he released the music videos Billy la Bufanda and
¿Puedo ir al baño? Both were hits. Since then, he has created numerous well-known musical stories,
such as Guapo, Las Excusas, and Sé Chévere, among many others.

Although he is not currently teaching, Wooldridge keeps close ties with the local Spanish
educational community, frequently casting Spanish students and teachers to perform in his
productions.

Jim Wooldridge lives in Skokie, IL with his wife and two children.

KEYNOTE  FOR  ALL

PARTICIPANTS

To join the Keynote with Sr. Wooly, click on this photo and enter this
password: 854283

Keynote Sponsor
extempore
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85710059617?pwd=M3c4di8xeEVkWjU2aURnL1ZFTy9Sdz09
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1:00 - 1:40

KSWLA  BUSINESS  MEETING :

MINUTES  PASSWORD :  634567

Award Winners can be found on pages 10-11.

KSWLA Annual Business Meeting
October 24th, 2020

I. Welcome and Introductions
II. State update by Dr. Regina Peszat, World Language Coordinator
III. Review and approval of 2019 Annual Business Meeting minutes
IV. 2020 Annual Financial Report by Treasurer, Nan Bergen (pg 21)
V. Nomination of New Officers

a. Vice-President
b. Treasurer

VI. KSWLA Annual Awards
a. First-Year VIPs
b. Best of Kansas 2019
c. 2020 KSWLA Teacher of the Year
d. Phyllis Farrar Award
e. Ermal Garinger Award
f. Loren Alexander Award
g. Mini-Grant Winners
h. Recognition of Service and Dedication to KSWLA

VII. 2021 KSWLA Conference
VIII. Other business
IX. Adjournment 
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1:00 - 1:40

19

From the desk of the 
KSDE World Languages Consultant, 
Regina Peszat: 
 
In spite of the current difficult situation, there are many positives for our state to celebrate. This year
there was another increase in the number of districts participating in the Seal of Biliteracy. Kansas
students earned even more Seals of Biliteracy in more languages than last year. In addition to the
progress of the efforts of the Seal of Biliteracy Advisory Council, language leaders and their school’s
administration added and are actively considering adding dual language and immersion programs in their
districts. More and more high schools are adding heritage language classes in Spanish and there is the
potential to do so in other languages as well. Some districts are adding world languages back into their
middle schools and are looking to expand the number and variety of world language courses in high
schools. This year, our conference includes a session on Tagalog! Yes, there is still room for growth, but
we are moving in the right direction and there is a lot of positive energy and commitment to these
initiatives. 
 
We need more world language teachers of color, we need more world language teachers in general.
Sometimes just a gentle encouragement, letting a student know that you think they would be a good
teacher can give them the boost to start considering teaching as a profession. The energy, enthusiasm,
and worldliness that you exude in the classroom is contagious. One thing that has been reinforced from
meeting, working, and talking with all of you is that Kansas world language and ESOL teachers care deeply
about improving and expanding language learning opportunities for all students. Whether they are
helping students and their families maintain their first languages or helping students learn a new
language for the first time.
 
Your KSWLA officers have worked hard to bring you another great conference this year. It has been a
particularly challenging year for the conference, they had to switch to a virtual format after many of the
plans had been made for the in-person event. Please let the KSWLA officers know how much you
appreciate their service. They have worked throughout the summer, on weekends, and after hours to
make this conference happen. They are great colleagues, professionals, and friends. 
 
As we all put one foot in front of the other this coming year, know that your efforts to show your students
and colleagues support and kindness are needed more than ever. If I can be of help with anything, please
feel free to contact me at rpeszat@ksde.org  or call me 785-296-1891.

KSWLA  BUSINESS  MEETING :

UPDATE  FROM  DR .  PESZAT

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y-opwOLRdpLD8rqkFnUu8TSamt6_KDSDRUJs2K6ISho/edit?usp=sharing


1:00 - 1:40

KSWLA  BUSINESS  MEETING :

APPROVAL  OF  2019  MINUTES
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1:00 - 1:40

KSWLA  BUSINESS  MEETING :

APPROVAL  OF  2019  MINUTES
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1:00 - 1:40

KSWLA  BUSINESS  MEETING :

TREASURER  REPORT
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1:00 - 1:40
Nomination of Marilee Marsal to continue role.

Marilee Marsal stepped in the role of Vice President
when there was a vacancy in the President's seat. 
 Amanda Williams moved from VP to President and
Marilee was kind enough to join our team.  We need
KSWLA members to vote on her appointment to
carry on in the 3 year path from VP, to President, to
Past President.

Nomination for Treasurer: Hannah Schmidt

This is Hannah's second year being a member of
KSWLA.  She is currently in her first year of teaching
at Wichita High School South.  

She is also this year's winner of Alexander Award.  

Nomination for Vice President: YOU?!?

We currently do not have any nominations for Vice-
President.  This position is a three year term commitment. 
 During the first year, you will observe and help the
President, your second year you will be lead on the
conference (with your team by your side), and your third
year, you will serve as Awards Chair.

Taking nominations from the floor. If you are interested
contact kswlavicepresident@gmail.com ASAP.

KSWLA  BUSINESS  MEETING :

NOMINATIONS  

Not ready to be on the KSWLA board?  Why not become a Regional Rep? 23
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1:00 - 1:40

Thank you for
your years of

service!
from KSWLA Members

KSWLA  BUSINESS  MEETING :

RECOGNITION  OF  SERVICE  

Not ready to be on the KSWLA board?  Why not become a Regional Rep?24

Heather Potter
2018-2020

Nan Bergen
2017-2020

A Call for KSWLA Conference Theme 2021

The Kansas World Language Association Executive Council
is working for YOU and we want to meet YOUR needs. We need YOUR help!
Please take a moment to fill out this very brief survey to give us ideas for next
year's conference theme. This year has been interesting to say the least.
Although we have all been through a lot, we have come together this year for an
amazing conference and next year will not be any different in this regard! What
are you hoping to discuss, see, and learn about? Thank you in advance for
submitting your ideas here: 2021 KSWLA Conference Theme Survey

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y-opwOLRdpLD8rqkFnUu8TSamt6_KDSDRUJs2K6ISho/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeCa4CbrNoHawGZylhLF8le0xX-GIWLnMIj6jnyqMgZBEHe7Q/viewform


1:50 - 2:50

SESSION  4

DESCRIPTIONS

2:50 - 3:00
Coffee/Stretch/Restroom Break--Also time to switch strands & presenters.

Frank Masel
Strand 2

Mindfulness in AP
In such different times teaching is changing so much.  AP language and pre-AP Language

courses can need a mindful approach with the three Ps.  Discuss some AP strategies with a

mindfulness approach to AP success with co-author of Triángulo APreciado by Wayside.

Jonathan Perkins
Stand 1

Everything You Always Wanted to Know About OER (But Were Afraid to Ask)
This presentation will briefly introduce the Open Educational Resources (OER) movement and
the licensing models provided by Creative Commons. It will then showcase a variety of ongoing
projects, including projects in Spanish and German to which teachers are invited to contribute. 
 The session will also introduce repositories of foreign language OER and online tools to help
instructors create and share resources of their own.

Akash Patel
Strand 3

How to Connect Students to the World While Isolated From It
Technology is making it easier than ever to connect students to the world. Global Teacher Prize
Finalist Akash Patel will share how you can connect your students with native speakers of
different languages from over 100 countries LIVE and for FREE. He will share resources from the
Happy World Foundation for standards-based interdisciplinary learning experiences that
connect, engage and empower students as valued global citizens.

Meg
Fandel Vernon

Strand 4

Bringing Culture Alive in the Language Classroom
Culture is the reason we fell in love the languages we teach. Bringing culture alive in the
classroom can be a challenge. Asking kids to participate in cultural topics can be tough and
sometimes controversial.... but, it doesn´t have to be. Grab some ideas to keep your most timid
introverts part of the cultural experience through music, TV, movies, food, novels, values and
other topics beyond easily observable.

Kim Potowski
Strand 5

El español de los Estados Unidos: Mitos y Realidades
Estados Unidos tiene una de las poblaciones hispanohablantes más grandes del mundo. Sin
embargo, muchas de sus maneras de hablar el español sufren de varias críticas, algunas de ellas
basadas en mitos. ¿Cuáles son algunas de las características principales del español en Estados
Unidos y a qué se deben? ¿Es positivo o peyorativo el término 'Spanglish'? Y ¿cuáles son las
mejores maneras de promover el desarrollo del español entre los latinos de Estados Unidos?

Brigitte Roussel
Strand 6

Blending the PACE & Flipped Classroom Models in Remote Teaching
Because the PACE model functions essentially in a social environment as an interpersonal,
interactive, and collaborative teaching/learning strategy, whereas the Flipped Classroom model
starts off as an interpretive task, it might be difficult to implement the Flipped Classroom model
integrally in remote teaching. Using Vygotsky's concepts of "Zone of Proximal Development" and
"scaffolding" that promote social and cultural interaction, how can we  blend two excellent
teaching/learning technique and strategy in a remote instructional environment to teach
grammar in context?

Grant Moss
Strand 7

CSCTFL Extension Workshop: Turn Novices to Intermediates
In this collaborative Extension Workshop, participants will learn strategies to help transform
novices into intermediates. Topics include: resources that center on proficiency, intentional
design of learning activities for proficiency, classroom motivation (such as Seals of Biliteracy,
NCSSFL-ACTFL Can-do Statements, and Proficiency-based instruction and grading), innovation
through classroom activities, and the maximization of assessments and feedback.
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3:00 - 4:00

SESSION  5

DESCRIPTIONS

Tina Beard
Strand 2

Hope McPheeters
Strand 1

Jennifer Sissell
Strand 3

Bess Hayles
Strand 4

Regina Peszat
Strand 5

Holly Woo
Strand 7

Diane Neubauer
Strand 6

Prioritizing Students' Comprehension in Chinese Language Classes
Mandarin Chinese language teachers have the task of facilitating their students' comprehension
of a language very different from English and Spanish. This session will outline and briefly
demonstrate practical teaching strategies from a comprehension-based communicative
language teaching approach. The principles and strategies shown allow Chinese classes high in
target language and address challenges like pinyin and character learning. Follow-up links and
ideas for trying new teaching practices will be included.

4:00 - 4:10
Coffee/Stretch/Restroom Break--Also time to switch strands & presenters.

Grammar? Let's do it contextually!
The majority of language teachers adore grammar. It may even be one of the reasons you
became one. I always tell my students that if they can speak grammar-ese, then they will sound
quite educated. But do they need to be fluent in GrammarTalk to be able to use the language
effectively? Join me on a journey into "teaching" grammar in context using a variety of methods
including the PACE model.

IP-yAy: An introduction to Designing and Using Integrated Performance
Assessments in a Standards-based classroom.

Integrated Performance Assessments can be perceived as daunting tasks, but in reality, they can
be great tools for students to show what they can really DO in the language. In my presentation,
I will demonstrate how to design and start using IPAs across all levels and how they relate to
ACTFL best practices and standards-based grading. Examples will be given in English and French
and can be adapted to other languages.

Going Pro with Sr. Wooly: Why & How
Are you curious about senorwooly.com? Want to know why thousands of teachers sing the
praises of a Pro subscription? I have been using Sr. Wooly's videos in class for about 10 years,
but only recently went Pro. In this session you will journey behind the curtain to explore all that
a Pro subscription offers for both teachers and students. Additionally, you will see the many
ways in which Sr. Wooly's songs can enhance - or even become - your curriculum.

Date Talk: How to Bring Culture into Your Class Naturally
During this presentation, you will learn about the best thing I have added to my class routine. 
 By discussing birthdays, anniversaries, and historical dates in French, I am able to bring in
diverse voices and expose students to the rainbow of French-speakers who have accomplished
amazing things. Examples will be in French, but I will show you how I created my daily
slideshow.

The Kansas Seal of Biliteracy: Updates & Implementation
In this session we will discuss a variety of topics related to our state Seal of Biliteracy. We will
spend the first 15 minutes looking at this year’s data and the progress we have made as well as
some of the improvements that need to be made. For attendees wanting to implement the
Kansas Seal of Biliteracy (or the Global Seal of Biliteracy) in their district we will also discuss the
basics of how to create a team, what student data needs to be collected, and how to promote
the initiative to students, parents, and colleagues. Attendees wanting more assistance after the
presentation can contact Regina Peszat at the Kansas State Department of Education.

Using InShot Video Editor to Create Engaging Online Lessons from a Smartphone
InShot video editor is a free downloadable smartphone app that can be utilized to edit videos for
online lessons.  You will see examples of videos created using InShot, learn how to cut and edit
together video clips from your phone, add captions, overlay visuals, add music, edit transitions,
and more.  Also learn how tools such as screen capture videos, can be utilized to make your
lessons more engaging and interactive.
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4:10 - 5:10

SESSION  6

DESCRIPTIONS

5:10 - 5:30
Please Stay Tuned for Wrap-Up

Clara Burgo
Strand 4

Advocating for the Ling. & Cult. Ben. of Short-Term Study Abroad Programs
This presentation advocates for short-term study abroad programs considering their linguistic and cultural learning gains and will
offer practical examples of how to implement them. If pragmatic competence is one of the goals of the program, students should be
exposed to this before and during the trip through explicit instruction, guided reflection, output practice and feedback, and
awareness-raising activities (Hernández, 2018; Hernández & Boero, 2018; Kondo, 2010; Martínez-Flor & Usó-Juan, 2006; Shively,
2010). Service-learning opportunities should be provided so that students have the chance to work in and for the community. These
opportunities include translations and reflections. There is scarce research on assessment of this kind of programs (beyond journal
entries and final reports), so more research is needed in this area. Finally, it is crucial to offer alternatives to study abroad for those
students who cannot afford or benefit from this learning immersion experience such as community-based programs.

Mahmoud Ali
Strand 1

L2 Speech & Communicative Effectiveness Assessment
In this presentation, an overview of the perspectives and findings on pronunciation instruction
and assessment is provided along with a discussion of their pedagogical implications for the world
language classroom. Finally, a model for eliciting and assessing L2 speech is presented in the
context of Arabic as a foreign language.

Laura Kanost
Strand 2

Thinking Outside the Exam: Alt. Assessments Across the L2 Curriculum
Alternatives to traditional tests and quizzes can motivate students to think creatively and apply
course content to “real-world” situations. Nontraditional assessments can be a practical way to
avoid requiring proctors for students in online courses, and they can even be more fun for us to
grade! We will describe alternative assessments we have used in courses spanning the
undergraduate Spanish curriculum, including basic language, literature and culture, linguistics,
and translation classes.

Annie Gilliland
Strand 3

Bookwidgets--ONE Tool to Deliver & Assess!
Bookwidgets is the unsung hero of education.  I will cover how I streamline everything from

delivery of my content to assessing my students' learning.

Susan Hildebrant
Strand 5

Applying Universal Design for Instruction to the World Lang. Classroom
Universal Design for Instruction (UDI) helps world language educators anticipate the diversity of
students in their classrooms and remove unnecessary barriers to students’ learning. Using the
nine UDI principles, instructors can increase student participation by tolerating errors,
developing a community of learners, and maintaining a low physical effort in the classroom,
among other suggestions. These principles, when applied to the second language classroom,
can help language classrooms be more welcoming and learners be more successful.

Kun Zhang
Strand 7

Enlighten & Change a Student's Life Through Culture Teaching
The presenter Dr. Zhang will talk about why it is important to teach culture to the students, and

how it is closely related to their life. Dr. Zhang will also present how to integrate culture into a

lesson to raise the students’ interest, and she will also share her students’ amazing change.

Buides
Nibaldo Calvo 

Strand 6

Teaching Spanish with Humor
Humor is an effective tool to learn a second language. Jokes help students to pay more attention
during class time, and humor helps learning difficult material. In this session participants will
learn how I use humor to teach Spanish classes.  I will share my experience with my videos in
social media and how I use them in classes. Humor make the classrooms more inviting and
conducive to learning.

27

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y-opwOLRdpLD8rqkFnUu8TSamt6_KDSDRUJs2K6ISho/edit?usp=sharing
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85375010684
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82048176129
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87996775834
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84390205885
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88645719615
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83203398906
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86782993426


5:10 - 5:30: Password (818544)

WRAP-UP :

SURVEY  & SHOUTOUTS

The Kansas World Language Association Executive Council
is working for YOU and we want to meet YOUR needs. We need YOUR help!
Please take a moment to fill out this very brief survey to give us ideas for next
year's conference theme. This year has been interesting to say the least.
Although we have all been through a lot, we have come together this year for an
amazing conference and next year will not be any different in this regard! What
are you hoping to discuss, see, and learn about? Thank you in advance for
submitting your ideas here: 2021 KSWLA Conference Theme Survey

Overall
conference

survey
sur-vey--Let us know how our 1st ever

Virtual Conference went!

Evaluations
SESSION

GIVE SOME FEEDBACK!
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A Call for KSWLA Conference Theme 2021

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85875261786?pwd=UGdTSFA1cjVLQnRrVTMySlhtWmJaZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85875261786?pwd=UGdTSFA1cjVLQnRrVTMySlhtWmJaZz09
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeCa4CbrNoHawGZylhLF8le0xX-GIWLnMIj6jnyqMgZBEHe7Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd7apUWxVK24MrWx9d74BXAcujVjmtH6j85bSMDh8UVU0oAGA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScEMLYYWq5--pXUIPDuTXRHwGRsxk37xx1qE0MIQl8QEEQH0Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y-opwOLRdpLD8rqkFnUu8TSamt6_KDSDRUJs2K6ISho/edit?usp=sharing


UPCOMING  WORLD

LANGUAGE

CONFERENCES
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Their materials will be
accessible for a year.

https://www.actfl.org/convention-and-expo
https://nadsfl.org/
https://csctfl.wildapricot.org/
https://www.flamnet.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y-opwOLRdpLD8rqkFnUu8TSamt6_KDSDRUJs2K6ISho/edit?usp=sharing


KSWLA  EXECUTIVE

SHOUT  OUTS

Amanda
Williams
President

Marilee Marsal
Vice-President

Heather Potter
Past President

Nan Bergen
Treasurer

Alyssa Rumple
Secretary

Regina Peszat PhD
Ex-Officio
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The last three years on the Kansas World
Language Association Executive Board have taught
me a lot about both the value of a team and myself
as a leader. I have learned skills and obtained
knowledge that will last throughout my career, as
well as friendships and bonds that will continue
way beyond my time as an officer. I am thankful for
all that the Kansas World Language Association
has offered me and would recommend that
anyone who is interested, get involved in
leadership. Thank you to the Executive Board, and
all of those who played a part in helping me grow
over the las  three years. I couldn't have done it
without you! Here's to this wonderful virtual
conference and all future Kansas World Language
Association Leaders!

Thank you to the KSWLA
Executive Board for their hard
work and dedication to improving
the quality and supporting the
growth of the teaching and the
learning of world languages in
Kansas!!!

This year has been crazy. I don't know about you, but I
don't think I could have survived without the support of
my colleagues and friends.  

The KSWLA Executive Board has been my cheerleader
when I thought it would be impossible to do a virtual
conference and all the work that is involved.

I would also like to thank Mr. Chuck Thorpe for teaching
me the ropes.    

Finally I would be unable to actively in KSWLA without
the support of my school district, Wichita Public Schools
and my partner, Rachel.  

This has been an exciting year for
KSWLA! 
We have been working very hard to
make this happen and I am so happy
to be a part of such a wonderful
team of teachers. 

Supporting all language teachers in
Kansas and beyond has been a great
opportunity. I look forward to being a
part of this great team and
organization as President next year.

What are your strengths? Whatever they are, there
are ways they can be put to good use for language
learners in Kansas! I would encourage all of you to
think of ways outside of your own school for
contributing to language learning. Consider joining
the Executive Council of KSWLA, and let the team
know you are interested. In the past four years I
have been introduced to and become friends with
some of the best colleagues in the state through my
involvement on the council. This group is
encouraging and understanding and giving. Thank
you for the opportunity to be involved and work with
such a great organization. We have built this
organization on the shoulders of some powerful
pioneers. We are strong and getting stronger each
year. Every member is important and it is imperative
that people representing all languages get involved
on this council, so don't wait for the invitation, ask a
council member how you can help. Enjoy the
conference!

With my whole heart, I would like to thank Alyssa
Rumple, Nan Bergen, and Heather Potter for believing in
me when I unexpectedly stepped into this role of
president of KSWLA.  

I also want to thank Marilee for being willing to take this
new journey with me as my vice-president.  I hope that I
can continue to be a good partner for you as you take
your place as president.  

I would like to thank Regina Peszat for supporting me
and challenging my thoughts as an educator so that I
can continue to grow in my practice.  

I am thankful for the friendships that have been created
through this experience, and the opportunities to
connect with teachers around the country.  

And, finally I would like to thank my husband for always
supporting  me and being there for me through thick
and thin as I started on this journey with KSWLA.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y-opwOLRdpLD8rqkFnUu8TSamt6_KDSDRUJs2K6ISho/edit?usp=sharing

